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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. 
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PRAYER: Our God and our Fa- 
ther, we thank Thee for the Lord 
Jesus. We thank You for all He 
has done for us and we pray Thy 
blessings upon the Word as it goes 
forth now. Bless and honor it to 
the glory of Christ. We ask it all 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


My subject this morning is “Why 
Christians Suffer.’ May I read 
from the third chapter of Philip- 
pians? We will start with verse 
seven and read down to verse ten: 


“But what things were gain 
to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. 

“Yea, doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, 

“And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith 
of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith: 

“That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection; 
and the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings, being made comform- 
able unto his death.” 

“That I may know him.” You 
know those are wonderful words. 
“That I may know Him.” I may 
know Him, first, as Saviour; sec- 
ond, that I may know Him in a 
resurrected life, and third, that I 
may know Him in the fellowship 
of His suffering. 


I suppose the Lord just per- 
mitted me to feel like I feel this 
morning so I might bring the mes- 
sage just a little more tender and 
better than I would had I been 
feeling well. I have suffered for 
fourteen years with arthritis and 
colitis and heart trouble and some- 
times every bone in my body aches 
and burns like fire. I just know a 


What Pamphlet ‘“‘Re- 
bellious Wives and 
Slacker Husbands”’ 
Rid For One Woman 


“Clutier, Iowa 
Sept. 26, 1938 


“Dr. John R. Rice 
Dallas, Texas. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“This igs the broken - hearted 
mother and wife who wrote you 
during your campaign in Waterloo, 
coming to you again by letter, 
but with a much different view 
and aspect of life. And I want 
to tell you it is due without a doubt 
to the fact that I received, read, 
and have acted n, by the prace 
of God, your booklet entitled 
bellious Wives and “aoe Hue. 
bands. Praise the Lord for such 
helps! Truly it should be in the 
hands of every married couple. I 
only wish I might have had it 
years ago. Since I found my place, 
my son, about whom I wrote and 
for whom I asked you to pray, 
has given his heart to the Lord. 
Praise God for His goodness...” 
(Signed) “Mrs. F. L. H.” 

(This booklet sent postpaid for 
5c a copy, 40c a dozen, $2.00 a 
hundred. Let’s send it to thou- 
sands. Write John R. Rice, 201 E. 
Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas). 


Why Does God Let A Christian Suffer? 


day before it is going to rain or@- 


storm. My nerves are in agony 
and pain. I am so glad I feel this 
way this morning. I hope I can 
reach your heart better through 
my suffering. I asked God that I 
might know Christ in the fellow- 
ship, of suffering and God really 
answers my prayer. So this morn- 
ing I want to bring a message that 
is a comfort to my heart — why 
Christians suffer. 

Some folks think that all suffer- 
ing is of the devil and when Chris- 
tians suffer they are all backslid- 
den and out of the will of God. 
That is not always so. There is a 
ministry of suffering for the be- 
liever. It makes no difference how 
close you live to God or how good 
you may be, my friends; there cer- 
tainly is a ministry of suffering. 
If 1 were you this morning, I would 
pull out a pencil and get these 
Scriptures down and when your 
heart aches, when you lose your 


money or your job, when you are 
sad and suffering and alone and 
ask God what it is all about, you 
will have these verses to comfort 
your heart. Now I want you out 
this afternoon and I will try not 
to keep you long. You will help 


me by getting quiet. 


Sufferings Are God's Kindly 
Appointments 
The first thing about suffering 
is, my friend, I want to use from 
God’s Word — sufferings are the 
kindly appointments of God. Suf- 


ferings are appointed of God. In 
I Thessalonians 3:3 the Scripture | 
says: 

“That no man should be 
moved by these afflictions: for 
yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto.” 

Do you know that you are ap- 
pointed thereunto? When the cap- 
tain of the army of God says, “I 
have appointed you as a soldier to 
suffer?” You are appointed to 
suffer. God said, “If I had ap- 
pointed you to some other work, 
you would gladly do it. So be glad 
when I appointed you as a soldier 
of the cross in the army of God 
to suffer.” You are appointed to 
suffer. 

In Acts 9:16 the apostle Paul 
was appointed to suffer. It says, 

“For I will shew him how 
great things he must suffer 
for my name’s sake.” 

He must suffer these things for | 
then I will show Him I have ap- 
pointed him to suffer as a —— 
of the cross, God says. 


Third, in I Thessalonians 2: 14 | 
and II Thessalonians 1:5 we find: 
“For ye, brethren, became 
followers of the churches of 
God which in Judza are in 
Christ Jesus: for ye also have 
suffered like things of your 
own countrymen, even as they 
have of the Jews.” 0 
“Which is a manifest token 
of the righteous judgment of 
God, that ye may be counted 


_ 


Aud these folks were not ex- 
empt from suffering. Even this | 
church was appointed to suffer and | 
ye must also suffer. | 

Then to the church at Philippi. 
in Philippians 1, verse 29, we find: 

“For unto you it is given 
in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer for his sake.” | 

To you it is given to suffer, so 
it was given also to the church at | 
Philippi to suffer. | 

To the church at Corinth in IT 
Corinthians 1:6, | 

“And whether we be afflict- | 
ed, it is for your consolation 
and salvation, which is effec- 


To All Friends of the 
Radio Revival, KRLD 


Through the goodness and ten- 
der merices of our God, The Ra- 
dio Revival expects to begin its 
twelfth consecutive year on KRLD, 
Dallas, November 6th, of this year. 
God has been good and our friends 
have been kind and consistent. We 
are very thankful to God for His 
goodness and to the supporters for 
their constancy. 

Today I am sending a prayer 
call as director of The Radio Re- 
vival. Will you pray that we will 
be enabled of our God not only 
to pay every bill before we start 
our twelfth year, but that there 
will be something over for emer- 
gencies that will likely arise during 
the new radio year? 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 


W. E. Hawkins, Jr. 
P. O. Box 717, 
Dallas, Texas. 

tual in the enduring of the 


same sufferings which we also 

suffer: or whether we be com- 

forted, it is for your consola- 
tion and salvation.”’ 

So then we find first, in the 
Word of God, that sufferings are 
the kind appointment of God. 
Since He has appointed you and 
me to suffer, let us keep that ap- 
pointment of God. 


Called to Suffer 

Second, sufferings, my friends, 
are also the callings of God. We 
are not only appointed to suffer— 
we are called to suffer. Not only 
called to be saved and called to 
service, but called to suffer. 

[I Peter 2:21 says: 

“For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow 
his steps.” 

Called to what? Called to what, 
my friends? That verse says, 
“Even as Christ suffered, leaving 
us an example, we should follow 
his steps.” “Hereunto were ye 
called.” Called to suffer and to 
follow in the steps of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


You sing, “Anywhere with Jesus 


I will gladly go.” His steps were 


steps of suffering. And hereunto 
were ye called. In John 16:33 we 
read: 

“In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” : 
The Lord has never promised 

flowery beds of ease. Not every- 
thing igs to be easy. We will not 
always have flowers. Sometimes 
we will have thorns, we will be 


| sometimes sad with a broken heart, 


sometimes with many tears. In 
this world ye shall have and will 
have tribulation. §& 8, my 
friend, are the callings of God for 
His people. 


Sufferings Temporary 

Sufferings are only temporary 
and I thank God that they are. 

In Psalm 30, verse 5, we read: 

“For his anger endureth but 

a moment; in his favour is life; 

weeping may endure for a 

night, but joy cometh in the 

morning.” 

Oh, the nights seem long when 
we suffer. The bed seems hard 
and the pillow is hard. It seems, 
_my friend, you cannot stand it. It 
seems the sufferings are long but 
“weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning.” 
| The night is very short compared 


Too Tired P To Trust 


“I’m too tired to trust, and too tired to pray!” 
Said one as the over-taxed strength gave way; 
“The one conscious thought by my mind possessed 
Is, oh, could I just drop it all and rest! 

But will God forgive me, do you suppose, 

If I go to sleep as a baby goes, 

Without even asking Him if I may, 

Without even trying to trust or pray?” 


Will God forgive you? Why, just think dear heart, 
While language to you was an unknown art, 

Did a mother deny you needed rest, 

Or refuse to pillow you on her breast? 

Oh, no, but she cradled you in her arms, 

Then guarded your slumber against alarms; 
And how quick was her mother-love to see 

The unconscious yearnings awake in thee! 


When you've grown too weary to trust or pray, 
When over-wrought nature has given way, 
Then just drop it all, and give up to rest, 

As you used to do on a mother’s breast. 

He knows all about it — the dear Lord knows , 
So just go to sleep as a baby goes, 

Without even asking Him if you may; 

God knows when His child is too tired to pray. 


He judges not solely by uttered prayer; 

He knows when the yearnings of love are there; 
He knows you do pray, He knows you do trust, 
And He knows the limits of poor weak dust — 

Oh, the wonderful sympathy of Christ 

For His chosen one in that midnight tryst, 

When He bade them sleep on and take their rest , 
While on Him the guilt of the whole world pressed! 
You've given your life up to Him to keep? 

Then don’t be afraid to go right to sleep. 


— Anna J. Grannis. 
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to the long day and the eternity 
that we will be with Christ. Suf- 
ferings are only short and tem- 
porary. In I Peter 5:10 we learn: 
“But the God of all grace, 
who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a 
while, make you perfect, stab- 
lish, strengthen, settle you.” 
It is only for a while we suffer. 
Thank God it is not for eternity 
my friend, for after we have suf- 
fered a while, “Many are the af- 
flictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them 
all.” Some day there will be an 
end to your suffering. You will 
come to the end of the road. 


Suffer With Patience 


The next thing about suffering 
is how we should suffer. The how 
of suffering. How should you and 
how should I as Christians suffer? 
I know it is God’s will, I know 
it is God’s appointment and call- 
ing for me, but how should I suf- 
fer? First, we should suffer with 
patience. In I Peter 2:20 we learn 

“For what glory is it, if, 
when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patient- 
ly? but if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with 

God.” 


Have you ever suffered because 
you did well? Some Christians get 
all hot and bothered because some 
one said something about them. 
You say, “Mr. Zeoli, I never did 
that at all. Had I done that, I 
wouldn’t have cared. Had I said 
that, I wouldn’t have cared. They 
accused me wrongly.” That is 
what this verse says, “If when you 
do well and you suffer for it and 
then take it patiently, this is the 
acceptable service to God.” Let us 
not be impatient in our suffering. 
My friends, so many Christians are 
impatient when they suffer wrong- 
ly. You want to get even. We try 
to scheme and plan how we can get 
even. That is not God’s way. Suf- 
fer patiently. Leave it with God. 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord.” You may not think 
the Lord will pay soon enough but 


just be patient. God works in His 
time. He will pay our enemies. He 
does not always pay on Saturday 
but God always pays. Let us suf- 
fer, my friend, patiently. 

Did you ever in your Christian 
life pray for patience? Yes, you 
say. Well, Romans 12:12 says: 

“Rejoicing in hope; patient 
in tribulation; continuing in- 
stant in prayer. 


Did you ask God to give you 
patience with your husband, pa- 
tience with your wife, patience 
with your church and with your 
pastor and patience with the peo- 
ple and with the evangelist? “Oh, 
God, give me patience,” you prayed, 
and the moment you started to 
pray for patience along came trib- 
ulation and heart aches and sick- 
ness! And they you cry to God, 
“I do not want tribulation, I want 
patience.” But God says, “My 
child, did you not know that trib- 
ulation worketh patience?” and the 
more patience you pray for the 
more tribulation as a child of God 
you will receive. So you be care- 
ful when you pray. God will take 
you at your word. The Lord will! 
You pray for the Lord to give 
you patience and along comes trib- 
ulation. Oh, but that is of God, 
too. He is teaching you and me 
patience. So let us suffer with pa- 
tience. 


Suffer Without Fainting 


And notice second how to suf- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Long Suffering Love 


By Rev. Paul M. Tharp 

We have received from the au- 
thor this fifty page booklet, beau- 
tifully printed and bound. The 
book tells the long suffering of 
God for sinners. It uses many 
Scriptures, and is a beautiful ex- 
position of God’s unfailing, long 
suffering love for sinners. It has 
an evangelistic appeal. It is pub- 
lished by Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers or may be secured from the 
author at 2341 Providence Avenue, 
Chester, Pennsylvania, postpaid 
for 25c per copy, 5 copies for $1.00, 
1 dozen copies, $2.00 . 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 7, 1938 
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How Can I KNOW 
I Am Saved? 


(Continued from last week) 


Did You Trust Jesus Christ? 


If you have trusted Jesus Christ 
then you have everlasting life, you 
are a child of God. A woman wrote 
to me the other day and _ said, 
“Brother Rice, I want you to pray 
for me. I get down on my knees 
and try to weep my way through 
to God so I can be saved, but I 
cannot weej. So Ihave to get up 
off of my knees and go away still 
unsaved.” It is not that hard to 
be saved. The Bible never prom- 
ises salvation to those who weep. 
Salvation cannot be earned by our 
weeping, nor by our mourning. God 
ig not a hard-hearted judge who 
must be bought by good deeds or 
touched by tears. He has already 
offered us salvation full and free 
and eternal life in His Son Je- 
sug Christ. If you trusted Jesus 
Christ, simply depended upon Him 
for salvation, then you are now 
saved. 

We are not talking about a head 
belief. You may believe that Je- 
sus is the Son of God and still be 
lost. Devils have believed that and 
trembled (James 2:19). You may 
have all confidence in a bank and 
yet that confidence is not saving 
_ faith as far as your money is con- 
_ cerned. You must put your money 
in the bank, risk the bank with 

your money. That is the kind of 
trust that makes the money safe. 
To say, “I believe that Dr. Smith 
is a fine physician, capable and 
able to heal me” is not saving faith. 
Saving faith in the doctor would 
mean you must call him as your 
own doctor and turn your case over 
to him, risk him, depend upon him, 
trusting him. To be convinced that 
a ferryboat is safe, that it is free, 
that it is the proper way across the 
river, will not take you to the 
other side. That is not saving faith 
as far as getting across the river 
is concerned. No, the only kind of 
faith that will get you across the 
river is to get on the boat, risk 
the boat, depend upon the boat, 
trust it your body and life. 

So whether you may believe 
about Jesus is not enough: Dhid 
you trust Him, take Him, risk 
Him ,depend upon Him? Did you 
believe that He died for you and 
definitely take Him as your own 
Saviour by faith? If you did, you 
are now saved, a born-again child 
of God. 

Ifyou have not done that be- 
fore will you here and now turn 
your case over to Jesus like a sick 
man trusts a doctor, like the de- 
positor trusts a bank, like a travel- 
er trusts a ferryboat, like a crim- 
inal trusts a lawyer? Will you 
give Jesus Christ your case, de- 
pend upon Him as your own, claim 
Him as yours, risk His blessed 
promises? Look up into His dear 
heart and say, “Lord Jesus, I will 
trust you today as my own Saviour 
and risk You to forgive my sins 
and save my soul from Hell. This 
day I trust You and claim You 
and surrender to you.” If you will 
simply trust Him in your heart, 
then you will this minute be a child 
of God. He will change your heart, 
forgive your sins and write your 
mame down in Heaven. God will 
place to your credit all the good- 
ness of Jesus Christ and all your 
sins will be marked paid for by the 
blood of Jesus. We trust that ev- 

ery child of God who reads this 
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‘saw more stars! 


Why Does God Let A Christian Suffer? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


fer. Suffer without fainting. In 
Hebrews 12, verse 5, the Scrip- 
ture says: 

“My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him.” 

You know, many Christians 
when they see a little testing and 
trial, the first they do ig to 
faint. Say, that is no time to faint. 
I know Christians that faint very 
easily. Here is a lady: she sees 
her child hit by an automobile, out 
she goes. Her light goes out! Say, 
lady, that is no time to faint! If 
your child ever needed you he 
needs you then. Here a man goes 
down the street and sees his house 
on fire—-out he goes. The fire- 
men have to shoot the hose and 
water on him instead of the build- 
ing! Why? Fainted! “Oh, my 
son, despise not thou the chasten- 
ing of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him.” Do not 
faint. It makes no difference how 
big this problem is, this task is, 
and this need. It is no time to 
faint. “Ye shall reap if ye faint 
not.” “If ye faint not.” 

When I was a little boy (I was 
a bad little boy), I played hookey 
from school many a time. So one 
day the truant officers came to my 
house to see my father and fined 
me $7.50. Many years ago $7.50 
was a lot of money. And I knew 
my father was going to give me a 


good patriotic spanking because he |;4,, qe you have seen people make 


had given me many before. (Do 
you know what a patriotic spank- 
ing is? He put on me the stripes 
and I saw many, many 
And because my dad paid that 
money I knew I had it coming to 
me. I tried to scheme and plan 
how I could fool my father. You 
know, whenever I did anything 
wrong my father always made an 
impression on me! He never spared 
the rod as some folks do. He should 
have knocked my brains out if 
I had any. Lots of folks spare 
the rod. You say, “I wouldn't siap 
my baby in the mouth. I might 
knock out his teeth.” Why smack 
him in the mouth? nature prov'ded 
a place! I schemed and planned 
how I could fool my father. When 
my father called I came. He never 
called me twice, for me that meant 
extra blessing when I came. I 
And so when I 
came he told me to lay over across 
his knee and he laid it on. I 
thought I would fool him. I would 
faint. So after three or four good 
cracks, I pretended to faint. And 
my good old mother (God bless 
these mothers), came down the 
steps two and three at a time, 
screaming, “My God, you have 
killed my boy!” She thought dad 
had killed me. I had all I could 
do to keep from laughing. I had 
all I could do to hold it in. My 
poor old mother, she believed that 
I had fainted. I never saw any- 
body faint and didn’t know just 
how it was done. God says, “Look 
my child, don’t you play dead on 
me.. My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him.’ 
Don’t you faint on God like I 
fainted on my father for God will 
back you right up and start all 


can say with Bible saints, “We 
know that we have passed from 
death unto life .. .” and that ev- 
ery lost sinner who reads it will 
say, “Today I will trust the blood 
of Jesus Christ for salvation and 
will believe the Word of God for 
assurance about that salvation. 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambulance 
Service 
— PHONE 6-2146 — 
800 W. Jefferson -Dallas 
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over again. All the cracks given 
you have peen wasted. You will 
have to start over with God. When 
God gives you a licking, it is cer- 
tain it will take. When God hits 
you, say “Hallelujah! it is God's 
mercy. Only for grace of God 
I would be in Hell!” Don’t you 
faint when God gives you a trim- 
ming, when you are being tried. 
That is how you suffer. 


Suffer With Thanksgiving 


Do you ever thank God for your 
suffering? We read in I Thessa- 
lonians 5:18: 

“In everything give thanks: 
for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning 
you.” 

If God calls you to a ministry 
of suffering would you thank Him 
for heartaches, for «rouble, for 
sickness? In ALL things give 
thanks. This is God’s will for you. 
You tell me you believe the Bi- 
ble. Romans 8:28 says: 

“And we know that all 
things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according 
to hig purpose.” 

Even suffering, affliction, heart 
ache, tears, disappointments — all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God. Nothing ever 
HAPPENS in the life of a child 
of God. The one who works, works 
all things together for good, not 
alone for yours, but for His good, 


_rugs and carpets you see all colors 


being weaved into rugs: light col- 


tapi ors, dull colors, dark golors. One of 
stars:)-| these cclors by itself was not pret- 


_ty. But when they all run together, 


they work together to make a 
beautiful rug and a beaut'ful pat- 
tern. What a beautiful rug you 
havé at the end. By themselves 
they were no good but all things 
work together for good. Tears, a 
broken heart, a pain here, a little 
disappointment there, back in the 
dark He has some things working 
together to make a pattern that 
some day we shall be like Him. 

I John 3:2 says: 

“Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like 
him: for we shall see him as 
he is.” 

My friends, we are being changed 
from glory to glory. He is chang- 
ing us, making us in His own 
likeness and image, so let Him 
do it in His way. He knows how. 
He knows better. 
your suffering. 


Suffer With Joy 


And then fourth, suffer how? 
With joy! Be happy. When things 
go wrong, and grief is your lot, 
be happy. Be happy! Luke 6: 
22, 23 says: 

“Blessed are ye, when men 
shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their 
company, and shall reproach 
you, and cast out your name 
as evil, for the Son of man’s 
sake. 

“Rejoice ye in that day, and 
leap for joy: for, behold, your 
reward is great in heaven: for 
in the like manner did their fa- 
thers unto the prophets.” 
Whether you have rheumatism 

or not, jump anyhow. “Leap for 
joy.”’ Now when friends talk about 
you, don’t sit down and think of 
a way to get even with them and 
say things about them. You ought 
to say, “Hallelujah, did they say 
that about me? They did? Amen! 
Glory to God,” and the Bible says 
“jump for joy, for great is your 
reward in heaven.” So the more 
they talk about you the more your 
reward. Please don’t stop talking 
about me, or don’t stop talking 
about Brother Rice. We will get 
more rewards if you talk about 
us. “Blessed are ye, when men 


Thank Him for | 


shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil 


‘| against you falsely, for my sake.” 


Suffer with joy. Do not sit in a 
corner and suck your thumb and 
cry. Brother, they talked about 
the Lord Jesus — “who for the 
joy that was set before him en- 
dured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” 
Don’t try to get even. Don't try 
to fight that man. Don't try to 
fight that woman. Just say, “Hal- 
lelujah, as long as they talk about 
me, how r.ch is my reward in 
heaven. Look at al] the rewards 
I will have.” 

Acts 5:41 says about Peter and 
John, 

“And they departed from the 
presence of the council, re- 
joicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his 
name.”’ 

They had been in jail, been beat- 
en and despised but they said, 
“Bless the Lord we were counted 
worthy to suffer” and _ rejoiced. 
They went away from the counc.| 
with joy. Did you ever go to jail 
for preaching? I have been in jail 
for preaching. I did six years for 
the devil once. I shall be willing 
to do six years for Jesus any time. 
I was arrested, accused of trying 
to break up a Mormon meeting. 
They were afraid to put me in jail 
so they tried me right away. What 
a blessed time I had. I was just as 
happy there for Jesus. They said, 
“Are you nuts?” “No,” I answered, 
“I am all there.. You are crazy, 
not me. I am here for the Lord.” 
They put me in and fed me bread 
and water. I thank God He allowed 
me to be arrested for Jesus. Amen. 
That is what it meant. It would 


be good if some of you got put | 


in jail. You would have appre- 
ciated Christ better. I Peter 3: | 
14 says: 

“But and if ye suffer fcr 


righteousness’ sake, happy are 

ye: and be not afraid of their 

terror, neither be troubled.” 

I will have more to say about 
that a little later. All some folks 
are doing is trying to get even all 
the time. 

When you get to heaven you will 
have plenty to spare cn the side. 
If ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
happy are ye. You husband, wife, 
you children, you neighbors, friends 
—-happy are you. 

Could you thank God and re- 
joice that you are counted worthy 
to suffer for Christ ? 
Colossians 1:24: 

“Who now rejoice in my suf- 
ferings for you, and fill up 
that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh 
for his body’s sake, which is 
the church.” 

I just thank God that I am suf- 
fering for Him. Paul said, “I know 
I am suffering but do you know I 
just praise God and I am rejoicing 
that I can suffer for you, Lord.” 
“Rejoice in my suffer ngs.” Do you 
really believe the Bible? I believe 
it. Don’t you? Amen. I am just 
telling you what God said. 


Suffering Helps Learn the Bible 
Notice, my friends, the purpose 
of suffering. I am getting right 
down to your heart. Why the pur- 
pose of suffering? Why should a 
Christian suffer? You say, “If a 
man is saved by the blood of 
Christ, it should be easy for him 
then.” My friend, that is when 
the trouble starts after you take 
Jesus. Don’t you think you are 
going to heaven in an aeroplane. 
First, the purpose of suffering is 
that you and I might know God’s 
Word better. Psalm 119:71 says: 
“It is good for me that I 
have been ‘afflicted; that I 
might learn thy statutes.” 
David said, “It was good for me 
that I have been afflicted, for I 
have learned thy statutes.” That 
meant plenty, brother. You are 
too busy making money. You will 
not read your Bible. You are too 


Paul said n | 


busy being fed. You are too busy 
to learn God’s Word. Matthew 
4:4: 

“It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by ev- 
ery word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” 

You are too busy making mon- 
ey, too busy asking things of this 
world, too busy seeking pleasures 
of the world. You haven’t read 
God’s Word. So the Lord says, 
“T will fix you. I will put you on 
your back and then I can look on 
your face.” You were too busy 
running around so the Lord has to 
put you on the bed of affl-ction. 
Then you ask for your Bible and 
then learn some lessons. The Lord, 
says, “Son, there are some things 
I want to teach you,” and you 
know we are more tender when we 
are sick. We are very soft then. 
David said, “Thank you Lord, it 
was good for me that I was sick. 
I learned thy Word.” Say, broth- 
er, that is a time when you learn 
and when you will remember. That 
is a time when everybody is soft 
and tender and flexible. You for- 
get everybody and _ everything. 
When you are lying on your back, 
locking up in the face of God the 
Father, He says, “I am sorry I had 
to do this but it was the only way 
I had a chance to look in your 
face, the only way I could have 
fellowship with you. You are al- 
ways running from me. | This is 
the only way to teach you my 
Word. You are so busy about ev- 
erything, so this is my way for 
you because it is the only way.”’ 


Have you ever been sick? Did 
He ever teach you precious les- 
sons? He has me. I thank Him 


for being sick and I. thank Him 
for what He taught me. 


God Allows Suffering To Test 
Your Faith 


Second, suffering the purpose 


| of suffering is to test your faith. 


How you brag, you big shots. “J 
have plenty of faith,” you say. “I 
have studied the doctrine of faith 
from Genesis to REVOLUTION.” 
Peter said, “Lord, they will all 
leave you and curse you but me, 
let me tell you, I will never leave 
you.” The Lord said, “All right, 
Peter, you are doing a little brag- 
ging. I will test your faith.” Suf- 
ferings are to test your faith. I 
Peter 1:7 says: 

“That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ.” 

The trying of what? Faith. Has 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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(CONTINUED FROM P 
your faith been tested? 


’ ‘ your day will come. Has 
been tested? No? It wi 


trying of your faith to God is 


precious, more precious 
ae 
banks, cried about, gold 
precious to you. Your 


ton your gold instead of on God, on 


money instead of men. 
“IT will take that gold 
I will test your faith. 


} 4 -shout, ‘Hallelujah, God supplies all 


my needs with a rich 


count.’ I will crash your stocks, 


bonds, job, home. To m 


‘ 


’ 


than all the thousands 


cious thing to me is to 
faith.” 


_¢ 


God took the five million 
he said, “Zeoli, 
I would give God half 
said, “You are a liar. 


’ 


had it now.” Another 


said, “I lost two million dollars.” 
| Brother, you may lose it all. God 
is not concerned about that. What 


you own in this world i 


‘ v 


gold, and, my friend, if 


precious to Him, then let Him test 
your faith. What difference does 
, “it make if you lost stocks, bonds, 
home, gold, diamonds; what is the 


difference if the most 


the gold that you lost in your 


ing of your faith is more precious 


, have lost in the market, 
* “banks, and in the world. The pre- 


I know a Christian who lost five 
million dollars. My, he had plenty 
of money. He had a lot. 


if I had it now 
You would 


not give half when you had 
tyou wouldn’t give Him half if you 


cious to Him. The trying of your 
faith to Him is more precious than 


' Why Does God Let A Christian Suffer? 


AGE 2) 
Some Christians say, 
Cheer up, 

your faith 
ll be. The | 12 we learn: 


“Beloved, think it 


than gold, 


that was 


x. ype. happened unto you.” 


God says,| Not only the trials, but brother, 
from you, | they are hard — fiery trials which 
You can| are to try your heart. Fiery trials 


bank ac-| “As though some strange thng 
happened unto you.” God uses 

the try-| Some strange terms in that verse. 

= iclehinkaee “Think it not strange.’ Think it 


that you 


in the Jo 
to you. 


test ur 
eer oe | ing of your faith? 


When 
from him, 


of it.” I 


it, , 
are in pain and agony. How 


Christian 


things. 


s not pre- is more precious than gold.” 


plete, Stablishes, Strengthens, 


j that Sas 
ae and Settles the Christian 


Christians suffer. 


precious “But the God cf 


“How 
strange that God would permit me, 
to lose my money.” In I Peter 4: 


not 
strange concern ng the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing 


will try you Christians. He says, 


not strange, my friends, “‘as though 
some strange thing happened un- 
Who are you that you 
should be exempt from the test- 
If your faith 
is tried you will have more faith. 
Brother, you know God can sup- 
ply your need; well, go out and 
tell others. You have been sick and 
had tears wiped away, say, you 
are to go out and wipe other tears 
away. You have been in pain and 
agony, go and comfort others wh: 


you know God can do these things 
for you? Some of you have never 
given Him a chance to prove these 
“The trying of your faith 


Suffering Makes Perfect or Com- 


Third, there are four things in 
I Peter 5:10, a special reason why 


all grace, 


need to be settled. If you have 
a boy or girl, you had better set- 
tle him or her before they get old. 
God says, “After you have suf- 
fered a while, you will get this per- 
fection, you will be established, 
strengthened, and you will be set- 
tled.”” When He calls you, you had 
just as well come on. That is the 
way God raises His children. He 
never spoils His. 


Suffering Refines and Purifies 
A Christian 


Four, He will purify you. 

Why suffer? Isaiah 1:25 says: 
“And I will turn my hand 

upon thee, and purely purge 

away thy dross, and take away 

thy tin:” 

You know as well as I do this 
morning there is much dross in 
your life. He wants that dross out. 
It goes out through refining and 
through purging. Job 23:10 says: 

“But he knoweth the way 
that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth 
as gold.” 

All the dross is gone and then 
He sees His own image in your 
face and life and He will go on 


'with the work of purging until 
others can see Jesus in you. These 


big “I’’ specialists running around, 
“TI” this and “I“ that, MY church, 
MY people, promoting self, a num- 
ber one -——- everyone else gong to 
Hell — “the biggest church in the 
world, the best preacher, my people 
the best people.” 


In Isaiah 48:10 God says: 
“Behold, I have refined thee, 

but not with silver: I have 

chosen thee in the furnace of 

afflict’on.”’ 

“IT have chosen you in the fur- 


thorn in the flesh, the messen- 

ger of Satan to buffet me, lest 

I should be exalted above 

measure.” 

“I thought I was somebody for 
a while but the first thing I knew, 
I was hit with the same thing. 
God provided a thorn in my flesh 
that punished me,” Paul said. “I 
had a thorn in the flesh, a mes- 
senger of Satan. Let me tell you 
what He did for me,” Paul said. “I 
asked God to heal me. He said, 
‘No Paul.’ I asked Him the second 
time (the Lord changes His mind 
sometimes). ‘No, Paul,’ I asked 
Him the third time and He said, 
‘No, but my grace is sufficient for 
this, Paul’,” so Paul said, “I can- 
not change the mind of God, the 
will of God and the plan of God 
for my life so if He wants me to 
have a thorn, that is God's will 
for me. I thank you for the thorn, 
Lord.” Paul’s trouble was a thorn 
in the flesh. “I learned that when 
I am weak in my flesh, then I was 
strong.’’ God’s strength was made 
perfect in weakness. “Then,” he 
said, “I learned something else — 
‘lest I should be exalted above 
measure,’ lest I get proud and 
think I am really scmebody, the 
Lord permitted this thorn to come 
into my life.” 

John 15:5 says: 

“I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do noth- 
ing.”’ 

Don’t you think you can get up 
here and preach and sing in your 


grows out tco far, it has to be cut 
off. Here a branch is growing 
wild. You cut it,.purge it. But 
the Lord is not interested in how 
big a branch grows. He is not 
interested in the leaves on the 
branch. He is interested in the 
FRUIT. He wants fruit. Fruit! 
And if you bear Him fruit — “ev- 
ery branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.” Why? 

Don’t ever get to the place of 
jealously among Christians. If you 
are an evangelist or a preacher 
and you are not bearing as much 
fruit as another branch, be con- 
tent to be a prop. The branch may 
be heavy but don’t get jealous. 
Just be a prop if you have to be 
anything. I want to tell you, you 
can pray. Everybody wants fruit 
to show up. The prop is just as 
important to the branch and fruit 
as the branch bearing fruit. 

I have seen fruit grow. The vine 
in California must be cut down 
pretty close to the ground. So the 
Lord must cut us very close to the 
ground so we can bear fruit. He- 
brews 12:11 says: 

“Now no chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby.” 

You may not think trimming is 
good but afterwards it bringeth 
forth wonderful fruit. The Lord 
says, “I am cutting you, trimming 
you. I will cut this vine off, this 
branch off, a little of self off, a 


strength, teach a class in your| little of this off, but cheer up, after 
strength. You must have HIS| @ll, look at the fruit you are go- 
strength. Isaiah 40:30, 31 says: | img to have. I won't see you, Zeoli, 


\armpengr “ry | ‘s , ; any more but I will tell you what 
thing to God is to test your faith”? who hath called us unto his nace of rage oer age! God says. “Tl SS eee aga: I will see. I will see fruit. I will 
Let Him test your faith. | eternal glory by Christ Jesus, | PUl You iB Ghat turnace. teow | mean shall utterly fail:’  - | see fruit! That is what I want.” 

» to me, “Zeoli, how strange that while, make you perfect, stab- sin in Your lite T awa Cho “4 the Lord shall renew their | used. 
I should lose money.” I know that lish, strengthen, settle you.” bet oe a ye “ streneth: th shall t | A rose is beautiful, but God does 
sometimes a Christian loses every- _you in the furnace of affliction; etn, they shall mount up 


| not want us to be on display, look- 
ing nice. He wants us to be good 
for someth'ng. You take a rose, 


Ye must suffer. After you have | 
suffered a while, “I will make you 
perfect.”” How does that come? 


with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.” 


that I might refine you.’ Then 
the heat is then turned on and 
to the stubborn Christian God says, 


thing. I know a man who had a 
million and a half and he was the 
(biggest hearted Christian I ever 


_ 


How does that come through suf-| “w3}) you vield?” “No.” “More ils ena i Saas hold it, crush it, crush hard and then 
saw. He helped me. [ never for- fering? You say, “I do not want! heat.” ene ein” te. geld. eeciee ot Bh. Ms mod ae smell it. There is beauty in that 
get those that do anything because , ethene us. wWe! rose. 


Let me tell you, the best 
God gets out of us is when He 
crushes us, crushes us hard, isn’t 


to suffer.” Then you will not have 
this perfection. “I will make you 
perfect.” You need not be afraid) 


“Will you yield now and give this 


can be strong in Him. Be strong 
sin up? Let me purge away this 


I struggled and tried. I never had 
in the Lord and in the power of 


‘many to help me at first. I 


dross. Will you yield now?” “No.” | His might. and Paul ld 
reached for a year and a half 4 ‘an? “hold. Sad Bat, oh COM SAY) | th ? Tak i » 
‘ without a dime and had to support medion A 2 hg A geen Then y Wh we ws ermep away rag “And my speech and my preach- is = Bad ‘n a mine ‘tn -tier sreateil 
’ sistera. you. “What about it now? No?/ing was not with enticing words| + ; 
faith wae being teqted. Many times | 8004 words. They have been abused More heat.” Your stock and bonds| of man’s wisdom, but in demon-| sopsides” ard my freed, we nead 


by these cranktifiers but they are sparkles, and, my friend, we need 


— “What about it now? Will you 


when I got through preaching on +t] fect’ bong stration of the Spirit and of pow-|to be found, ground and cut. We 
; the street my throat would be so ae —— omg gens gang % - gery Are rw  saprna PF a, er.” Myself is weak but God’s!need to be polished before we 
‘ ’ dry and parched that it literally met. Saree Sere child is;strength was made perfect in 


amount to anything. Cutting is 


for you. A lot of nuts have gone 
hard but the more you cut on a 


= gone, your job is gone. More heat 
out and abused it. 


weakness. 


closed. I didn’t ever have a nickel 


to buy a drink or a cold glass of ; until you cry, “Oh, God, it is hot, 


Then another reason for suffer- 


4s laa 3 ‘ “ stone the more it sparkles. It is 
water. but I loved Him. | Two, ‘establish you. A lot of | it is hot.” He says, Well, then | ing is that you might be @ par-| for our good in the long run. 
' ' you Christians need to be estab-; melt, melt and let me mold you.| taker of His holiness (Heb. 12: vendaclne 3°99 aawe? 
lished. You are tossed about by| Let me mold you. Get in.” 10). How does that come? Through “Her ways pot wa of 
) a So ai % “&)| every wind of doctrine. Here to- Are you in the furnace this| suffering. A little more holiness siakuaibaees “and all ner datha 
state and, bia er surerers, ; j ? ’ ; s , , ,, 
Flag Fiahiation haw’ vasmelt and day, there tomorrow. God said,| morning? Don’t you jump out. If | will not hurt you, my friend. We 


are peace.” 


You may be getting a trimming, 
but never despise that. Read what 
Job said in Job 5:17: 

“Behold, happy is the man 
whom God correcteth: there- 
fore despise not thou the chas- 
tening of the Almighty.” 


“Suffer and I will make you per- 
fect. I will establish you,” and 
three, “I will strengthen you.” God 
strengthens from suffering. “When 
you suffer a while I will strengthen 
you,” the Lord says. It is the tests 
that God gives that makes us 
strong. 


you do you will go right back in. 
I did the wrong thing when I 
started out. I saw Christians God 
had put in the furnace and I tried 
to help them out. My friend, don’t 
you ever help anybody out that 
the Lord puts in the furnace. That 
is bad. Let the Lord put ‘on the 


are go full of holes a little more 
holiness will not hurt us; so proud 
and self-satisfied that God will 
cause suffering that we might be 
a partaker of His holiness. 


Suffering Can Make Us More 
Fruitful 


others obtained lasting relief from 
this trouble without medicines or 
surgery. No obligations attached. 
A. N. BEADLE 

S. L., 400 Beacon Ave. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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Notice the next thing in that heat. If you get out, the Lord will And then the reason that we And then, my friend, another 
2 areola Fb 3 verse. “After you have suffered a| Put you right back in, and start} syffar again is that we might be penance is that it leads to confes- 
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the furnace of affliction. Why? 
God says that “I might refine you.”’ 
In Malachi 3:3 we read: 


your life and you do not want to 
confess that sin. God permits suf- 
fering and pain and tears. Psalm 
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Mats, Scripture Greeting 
Cards. Write for circular. 


I will settle you.” Do what? Set- 
tle you. God knows that many of 
His children need to be settled. 


“Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit he taketh 
away; and every branch that 
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Levi, and purge them as gold 

and silver, that they may offer 

unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness.” 

He sits in Heaven this morning 
and one by one He calls us in the 
furnace of fire, the furnace of af- 
fliction that He might take the 
wart and bumps and sin out, self 
out, self ambition — big I. He 
wants us. “Sir, we would see Je- 
sus. We are tired of smelling the 
flesh. We are tired of hearing the 
flesh. We are tired of man. We 
want to see Jesus,” said these cer- 
tain Greeks who would see Jesus. 
But He can’t see Jesus if He sees 
you. He can’t hear the Holy Ghost 
if He hears you. The fire is so 
good for us. I know it burns. You 
may get a blister but He kngws 
best. He sits as a refiner and a 
purifier of the heart. His purpose 
is to teach us humility and make 
us humble. A lot of folks don’t 
like that. Listen, you poor fool, 
Paul took a trip to heaven but 
wouldn’t reveal the mystery. “Paul, 
don’t you think you stuck your 
chest out a little h'gh?” He said 
in II Corinthians 12:7: 

“And lest I should be ex- 
alted above measure through 
the abundance of the revela- 
tions, there wag given to me a 


WILLIAM FILLINE Don’t raise your hand! How we “And he shall sit as a re- peareth fruit, he purgeth it, 32, VOEOS 3-5 say: 
3027 N. Kostner. Chicago finer and purifier of silver: that it may bring forth more | When I kept silence, my 
. ee and he shall purify the sons of fruit.” _. bones waxed old through my 


; 


roaring all the day long, 
“For day and night thy 
hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer. Selah. 
“I acknowledged my _ sin 
unto thee, and mine iniquity 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


“Purgeth it.”” Why? So we might 
bring forth more fruit. Is He purg- 
ing you, cutting you down a little? 
Folks may not see you so much 
because He cuts you down. The 
Lord never wants folks to see you 
nor hear you. When a branch 
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have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions un- 
to the Lord; and thou forgav- 


est the iniquity of my sin. 
Selah.” 
David said, “Then I cried out 


and confessed my sin.” Say, friend, 
why don’t you: confess your sin? 

All right, and then suffering is 
for God’s glory. It says in II 
Corinthians 4:17: 

“For our light 
which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” 

It works, the glory of God in 
your life and in my life. Romans 
8:17, 18 says: 

“And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may 
be also glorified together. 

“For I reckon that the suf- 
ferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.”’ 

The more suffering the more 
glory. The light afflictions that 
be are but a moment’s work for 
us. You say, “I have no friends, 
everything is against me. My wife 
died, I am out of a job, etc.’ Broth- 
er, nothing is against you. The 
light affliction is but for a moment, 
working for us, not against us. 
They work for us (Romans 8:28). 
These are blessings, 


affliction, 


Why Does God Let A Christian Suffer? 


spise them. Brother, everything is | 


for you. Everything is for you! 
Sick to the Glory of God 


Then you could suffer to pro- 
mote God’s glory. You say, “Well, 
what do you mean?” I mean sick 
to the glory of God. Die to the 
glory of God. Read John 1%:153. 
Do you remember the man in 
John 9:13 that was blind? He 
was brought blind. Why? For the 
glory of God! That is what it says. 

You can be sick for the glory 
of God or you can be well for the 
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glory of God. This death —— for 
the glory of God. I wag sick for 
the glory of God three years. Ev- 
ery summer I went to the hospital 
for an operation. I wag sick for 
the glory of God._I-won two nurses 
to Christ. The next time I went 
I had the joy of preaching to a 
great detective in Philadelphia who 
was operated on. I was sick to 
the glory of Christ. The third time 
I went to the hospital I won my 
wife’s brother to Christ. The day 
before I came out of the hospital 
I preached in the chapel and thirty- 
five nurses accepted Jesus Christ. I 
was sick to the glory of God. Say, 
friend, you can be sick to the glory 
of God. Of course you can be sick 
in the will of God and outside of 
the will of God. Let me tell you 
something, some of the greatest 
people God ever used were sick 
sick until they died. Others God 
has healed. He heals who He will, 
how He will, and where He will, 
and God’s business is not yours. 
God does heal people, but I don’t 
believe in all this platform healing 
stuff. I saw a lot cf that crooked 
healing stuff. I saw it in my own 
family. It is bunk, rot, tommyrot. 
God will heal but only those whom 
He will. 

Don’t you go around saying ev- 
erybody is crooked because they are 
not well. Let me tell you, it is a 
wonderful thing to be sick to the 
glory of God. Abel suffered for 


the glory of God. He was killed by 
do not de-' Gain because 


he preached the 
blocd. 

Joseph was arrested and put in 
prison for the glory of God. Job 
suffered. What was wrong with 
Job? He was a righteous saint of 
God. He lost his children, barns, 
— lost everything. Could 
you say like Job, “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord ?’’ 
He said, “Who has more right to 
take from me than Christ?” Dan- 
iel was thrown in a den of lions. 
Didn’t he suffer? Those Hebrew 
children suffered when they were 
put in the fiery furnace. Thank 
God suffering is for His children. 
They were in for Christ. They 
would not bow to the program of 
Hell and the Devil. We have a 
God that can deliver us. Tradition 
says Matthew was killed by a 
sword. Mark was dragged through 
the streets of Alexandria. Luke 
hung upon an olive tree. John was 
burned and beaten for Christ. Peter 
was crucified with His head down. 
Paul was burned and beaten and 


bruised and shipwrecked and 
stoned: Was Paul crooked? He 
was the greatest preacher who 


ever lived; the man God chose to 
have fellowship in the ministry of 
suffering. James was beheaded in 
Jerusalem. James the Less was 
thrown from a pinnacle and then 
beaten to death. Bartholomew was 
beaten to death. Andrew was 
bound to, a cross. Thomas was 
killed with a sword. Jude was shot 
to death by and with arrows. 
Barnabas was stoned. Stephen was 
stoned. Missionaries have been 
killed. They have been tarred and 
feathered, burned at the stake, fed 
to lions, cut in pieces, and we com- 
plain of just a little suffering! You 
do not know what suffering is. 
You don’t know! 


"Wher Thou Passeth Through 
the Waters” 


(“‘When thou passeth through 
the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the 
fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle 
upon”’)— Isa. 43:2. 


Is there any heart discouraged as 
it journeys on its way? 

Does there seem to be more dark- 
ness than there is of sunny day? 

Oh, it’s hard to learn the lesson, as 
we pass beneath the rod, 

That the sunshine and the shadow 
serve alike the will of God; 

But there comes a world of prom- 
ise like the promise in the bow— 

That however deep the waters, they 
shall never overflow. 


When the flesh is worn and weary, 
and the spirit is depressed, 

And temptations sweep upon it, 
like a storm on ocean’s breast, 

There’s a haven ever open for the 
tempest-driven bird; 

There’s shelter for the tempted in 
the promise of the Word; 

For the standard of the Spirit shall 


be raised against the foe, 
And however deep the waters, they 
shall never overflow. 


When a sorrow comes upon you 
that no other soul can share, 
And the burden seems too heavy 
for the human heart to bear, 
There is one whose grace can com- 
fort if you'll give Him an abode; 
There’s a burden-bearer ready if 
you'll trust Him with your load; 
For the precious promise reaches 
to the depths of human woe, 
That however deep the waters, they 

shall never overflow. 


When the sands of life are ebbing 
and I know that death is near; 

When I’m passing through the val- 
ley, and the way seems dark and 
drear; 

I will reach my hand to Jesus, in 
His bosom I shall hide, 

And ‘twill only be a moment till I 
reach the other side; 

It is then the fullest meaning of 
the promise I shall know. 

“When thou passeth thru the wat- 
ergs they shall never overflow.” 
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